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but, as she readily admits, she’s finding it hard
to let go of her original office and patients, so
for now she commutes back and forth, work-
ing there three days a week.

As inspiring as her own story is, what struck
me most (besides her easy smile and warm,
kind, chestnut brown eyes) after sitting down
to talk with her recently, is the fact that Dr.
Slaughter loves what she does, even after doing
it for the last 28 years. In a day and age when
health care has become a faceless corpora-
tion overrun by insurance carriers and HMO’s,
the enthusiasm this woman has for what she
does is contagious.

She brings a genuine empathy to her prac-
tice that, unfortunately, is seen less often in the
era of cattle call, quantity-over-quality types of
operating procedures found in most doctors’
offices of late. Most importantly, she listens. As
she explained to me,“I take an extremely thor-
ough history, because your history is going to
tell me how I’m going to proceed with you.What
one of my new patients can expect [in me] is
really someone who is going to sit down and

really listen to them. When I was in school, my
very first instructor said, ‘The most important
thing you can do is listen to your patients because
they will give you the diagnosis if you listen long
and hard enough,they will tell you exactly what’s
wrong.’” Dr. Slaughter continues, “When a
new patient comes in here, I tell them, ‘This is
what’s happening, this is what I’m going to try
to do.You have to participate, you have to stick
with it for three visits otherwise let’s not even get
started,’because I’m not God.If I could fix what
was wrong instantly, I’d have them lined out the
door. All I’m saying is if after x-rays and blood
tests and whatever we do on a patient, if it’s def-
initely muscular-skeletal, let’s see what I can do
and that’s the best I can do ... that’s the best any
doctor can do. ... I’m a realist, I know I can’t fix
everything but I also know that chiropractics
extremely powerful ... If it’s muscular-skeletal,
I’m going to help you—if it’s visceral, I’ll make
sure you’ll get to the right place.”

The sincerity, conviction and dedication
behind her words are impressive. She has
that air of confidence and integrity that can’t

be taught in any classroom, you’re either born
with it, or not, and Dr. Slaughter definitely was
born with it. It’s a personality trait that can
calm even the most anxious patients, to be sure.
You can’t build a successful chiropractic prac-
tice without it, and Dr.Veronica Slaughter has
certainly developed a loyal and grateful clien-
tele because she puts the patient first. “I have
the most rewarding job in the world. I have
made a great living in chiropractic, but it’s
totally secondary, I’m so grateful it’s been such
a rewarding career, personally and financially,
and that’s why I still do it ... I can’t quit—I will
never quit.” Her words trail off as she breaks
into a wistful smile and I can tell her last words
were sincere; she loves helping people and she’ll
be doing it for as long as she’s able to—I
don’t think Dr. Slaughter even has the word
“retire” in her vocabulary.

Dr.Veronica Slaughter’s office is located at 42-7000 Bob Hope Drive, Ste.

315 (behind the Vons market) in Rancho Mirage.For appointments and

more information call 760.340.4157 or visit:www.deserhealing.com.
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